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in English, the book has been fortunate in the translation, displaying 
very few of the defects which too frequently mar translated works. 
For the American student Dr. Fisk's monograph can but prove a 
valuable contribution to the as yet largely unwritten diplomatic and 
commercial history of the United States. Leonard W. Hatch. 
Point Chautauqua, N.Y. 

Industry in England: Historical Outlines. By H. de B. 
Gibbins, M.A. With maps, tables and plans. New York, Scrib- 
ners ; London, Methuen, 1896. — 479 pp. 

This book is not only several times bigger, but also several times 
better, than the little Industrial History of England by the same 
author, out of which it has grown, and which has " gone through 
several large editions " since 1890. At that time Mr. Gibbins' qualifi- 
cations for the task of the historian consisted in a great enthusiasm 
and an ardent sympathy with the working classes, and above all in 
an intimate knowledge of and a thorough confidence in the historical 
teachings of the late Professor Thorold Rogers. The success of the 
earlier book was due in a considerable measure to the craving of 
extension classes in England and teachers with " large courses " in 
American colleges for a book which, as the phrase goes, should 
" cover the ground " without being expensive. Some teachers who 
incautiously embarked upon it were not a little taken aback, perhaps, 
by what Mr. Gibbins now handsomely apologizes for as " the errors 
of fact and of expression " they soon came across. Since writing 
that opuscule, however, Mr. Gibbins' reading has taken a wider range; 
and he has now produced a work which will be very serviceable in 
academic instruction. It is not only systematically arranged and 
lucidly written, but it succeeds in being — what some recently issued 
works on the subject can hardly be called — actually interesting, if 
not taken in too large doses. 

To criticise its contents at any length is hardly necessary — if for 
no other reason, because it is in the main a compilation, though an 
excellent one, from a comparatively small number of writers, most 
of whom, such as Rogers, Cunningham and even the present writer, 
have already been reviewed at length in this Quarterly. But in 
the interest of the new editions which the book certainly deserves 
and will probably reach, attention may be called to a few details. 
Page 40 : " extensive and intensive culture " needs definition. Page 
44, n. 4: "passed" is misleading as applied to a Saxon "doom." 
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Page 75 : Domesday Book hardly "calls" the socmen "free." Page 
84: the diagram is inadequate and misleading; why not reproduce 
in outline one of Mowat's maps? Page 148 : " pleasant" is part of 
the old idealization of the middle ages; the difficulty about the 
present organization of labor is that "the employer is not sufficiently 
intimate with the employee even to cuff him. Page 230 : it is an 
exaggeration to say that "London took the place of Antwerp "; so 
far as any city did, it was Amsterdam. Page 396 : an odd use of 
" cogency." Page 397 : a mixture of constructions — "lead the ques- 
tion." All these can be changed by the substitution of other words. 
There are some other pages which call for a more heroic treatment, 
if the publisher can be induced to agree to it. Thus, the sneer at 
" historians," which has unfortunately survived from the earlier book 
(page in), is rather juvenile; and the prophecy about India (page 
22) hardly rests on sufficient knowledge to be worth retaining. Pages 
379, 380 also dangerously approach mere rant. 

The student must be warned that Mr. Gibbins is still so far domi- 
nated by the teaching of Thorold Rogers as hardly to realize the 
importance of some of the considerations which he derives from other 
authorities. Thus, like Rogers, he fails to bring out the relation of 
the stock-and-land lease to the normal constitution of the Midland 
manor of the later middle ages : to speak, for instance, of the land- 
owner who let his land on the stock-and-land lease as still " a culti- 
vator " is misleading. In spite of his classification of the forms of 
industrial organization, he fails to grasp the characteristics of the 
u domestic " industry of the eighteenth century, and altogether clouds 
the figure of the capitalist "undertaker." The characteristic Rogerian 
assertions, as to the causes of the Black Death and the confiscation 
of gild lands, are reasserted. As to the former, Mr. Gibbins has a 
long note (p. 172) in reply to the present writer, who still finds him- 
self unable to see the force of the evidence to which Mr. Gibbins 
alludes, and can but refer once more to his article in this Quarterly 
(IV, 381). 

Consideration of these disputed points, however, had best be left 
to the reader's own judgment. Mr. Gibbins has given us a very 
convenient treatise, which, though it proceeds on rather conventional 
lines and has little regard for that morphology of economic history 
or that quantitative estimate of economic phenomena which has still 
to be attempted, will be of a good deal of use for several years to 

come - W. J. Ashley. 

Harvard University. 



